Cursillista Beyond Cursillo Workshop

Good afternoon, my name is Don White and I’m a member of St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Hampshire. I made my Cursillo in the fall of 2002. For the past two years I have had the honor to serve the movement as the head of the School of Leaders. The School of Leaders is a tool that helps educate and inform Cursillistas about the movement. Over the past year we have been going through all of the lay talks on the weekend. At this point we have three talks left to review, Christianity in Action, Cursillista Beyond Cursillo, and Total Security. Once those are complete, we will review the three phases of Cursillo, pre-cursillo, cursillo, and post cursillo. After that, I think we will take a step back and take a look at the religious talks. That should take us through the year. I would like to encourage all to get involved in the school. The dates for the 2010 meetings are as follows;

March 18th, May 20th, July 15th, September 16th and November 18th.

All meeting are held on Thursday nights in Hampshire at St. Charles Borromeo parish basement at 7:30 PM. There is also a mass at 7:00 PM if you can attend.


Today I’ve decided to give a work shop on the Cursillista Beyond Cursillo talk. I know this is going out of order, but I chose this talk or rollo because it is relatively new. It was added when the new three day manual came out in 2006 and was first given in our diocese in the fall of 2007 by Tom Gallenbach. This talk replaced the fourth day talk given at closure. I also chose this talk because I think most of us still don’t understand its purpose and how it fits into the puzzle of a three day Cursillo.

I’d like to start out with a quote from the Three Day Manual that talks about Eduardo Bonnin’s feeling concerning this talk.  


“Eduardo Bonnin has expressed his concern that he cannot understand why it was dropped, for in his opinion, it is vital to the understanding of the Total Security rollo which follows it. It contains many of the points that are sometimes given in what is now known as the 4th day or witness rollo at closing. Although the Cursillo has evolved in some ways since its beginnings, there has always been a specific goal for each day and each of the rollos is presented at a specific point in the unfolding of the weekend so that the goal for each day can be reached. To present a rollo out of sequence means that a piece of the overall picture is missing. It is like giving a person a box containing a jig saw puzzle but with no picture on the outside of the box. They have all of the pieces except they don’t know how they fit together.”

The Cursillista Beyond Cursillo talk is that picture. It helps the candidates put all of the previous talks together in a way that is real. It helps them bridge the gap between their personal encounter with Christ and their mission as an apostle of Christ. It points the way to their 4th day and sets up the last talk of the weekend, Total Security. It shows them what they will be, what they will have and what they should know. 


Each talk of the weekend has a hook, a main idea or theme that can be summed up in a short phrase. Before I researched this talk I couldn’t think of that phrase, that hook. I knew the others though.


The Ideals Talk- What it means to be fully human

The Laity Talk- We are the Church.


The Piety Talk- Piety is our true ideal 


The Study Talk- Metanioa and read only the best books.


The Action Talk- Make a friend, be a friend, bring that friend to Christ.


I couldn’t come up with a main idea for this talk. But after studying it I found the theme;



“Life can be a perennial Cursillo.”


This makes perfect sense. This talk should synthesize all of the previous talks, but more importantly it should show them that their Cursillo will really begin on their fourth day and the only way to make that happen is through their contact with Christ and their contact with their brothers and sisters.


At this point of the weekend the candidates tired, so it’s important to stay on point and keep your time at about 25 minutes. The candidates are going through a transition. They are torn between not wanting to leave but also eager to implement their apostolic plan. Think back to your weekend. You probably didn’t sleep well Saturday night, and felt like a walking zombie on Sunday. But you were filled with the Holy Spirit. You couldn’t wait to share what you had learned with those most important to you. When I got back from my Cursillo, Cindy asked me how it was. I told her it was the best weekend I had ever had. Then she gave me one of those looks. Like what about the day we were married or when our boys were born. Obviously I hadn’t thought of that before I put my foot in my mouth. All I could say at that point was this was completely different. She understood after she made her Cursillo.

This particular talk is primarily a witness talk. The Cursillista, through their personal story, should show the candidates how to live their fourth day. There are however some main point that must be covered in order to make this talk effective. The talk is broken up into nine sections. I’d like to take a closer look at each one.


The first section is the lead in or introduction. It let the candidate know that because they have opened themselves up and surrendered to God, He has showered them with graces.

Section two tells the candidates that they did not come to the Cursillo weekend just for themselves. They have changed but the world they left three days earlier has remained the same. It tells them they have a mission and that they must respond to it. Eduardo Bonnin has called for the speaker in this section to emphasize the word possibilities instead of responsibilities. Responsibilities have a negative connotation, where as, possibilities are positive. People feel obligated to responsibilities they can become a burden. Possibilities on the other hand, opens our minds to our true potential. Responsibilities show us what we should be; possibilities show us what we can be.

  
There are two dangers that the candidate will face when they return to the real world. That is what the third section covers. The first is a lack of humility and the second is a lack of confidence. These two dangers must be emphasized with equal importance. The candidate must come away with the knowledge that without Christ we are nothing, but with Him, Christ and I are an overwhelming majority.


I wish they would have had this talk when I made my Cursillo. It might have helped me get through a situation I encountered a little better.  Right after I made my Cursillo, I was really on fire. It all seemed so clear to me, our Catholic faith, our role as Christians and what it really meant to be a witness for Christ. 

  About this same time, my wife Cindy had met a woman at church and became friends. This woman was Catholic but was attending a nondenominational bible study, led by a fundamentalist woman who thought that the Catholic Church was the whore of Babylon.

  She had convinced Cindy to come to the bible study and “try it out.” Needless to say I was very worried. Cindy had just come into the Catholic Church a few years ago and I knew what was going to happen. Cindy went to one meeting and said she really enjoyed it. She said there was another Catholic there, and they didn’t say anything bad about the church. She really wanted me to come, so I did. The first meeting was very corgle and we discussed things that all Christians have in common. At the end of the meeting they asked me how I liked it. I said it was very enjoyable, but I thought that we had too many differences to have a meaningful discussion. The women leading the study asked me to read a book and to come back one more time. The name of the book was “A Women Rides the Beast” written by Dave Hunt. I said OK if she would read a book of mine. I gave her “Catholicism and Fundamentalism” by Karl Keating. We agreed to meet in about two weeks and discuss purgatory.

  I started to read the book and got through about the first five chapters when I couldn’t take it anymore. The lies and garbage this guy was writing about really upset me. How could anyone read this junk and believe it. But I’m sorry to say many, many people do. I never did find out how far she made it through my book. 

  So the night of our “bible study” comes and I’m ready. I’ve got scripture quotes, writings from the early church fathers, and all sorts of writings from Catholic apologists. In my mind I was going to convert her that very evening. 

  The night, however, didn’t go as I had planned. She rejected anything that wasn’t in the bible, saying it was a bunch of lies propagated by the Catholic Church. Every quote I used in the bible, she managed to twist into something that made no sense. Instead of discussion on purgatory amongst our group, it turned into a battle of wills between myself and the leader of the group. It became very apparent very quickly that I was not going to convert anybody that evening. On the positive side, she wasn’t going to convert me either. I left that evening worn out and very frustrated. I thought to my self; “How could people think like that?” 

  I had made a big mistake from the outset. I had no humility, it was I who was going to do the converting not God. I realize now that I can’t convert anyone, It is God who converts; we just act as His tools.  The Holy Spirit did use me that night and I didn’t even realize it. Remember the women that Cindy met at church, who brought us to the bible study. Well she sat quietly through the entire discussion and didn’t say a word. I figured that she was one step away from leaving the church. But a funny thing happened. I found out she had recently lost her dad in an accident, maybe only a month or so before this. The next week she had a mass said for her dad.  Pretty amazing, I was so tied up in my arguments that I had lost site of the group, but God hadn’t.  He was using me in ways I hadn’t realized. I had gone there to “convert” the leader of the group and had actually helped the one who needed it the most.  


Section four shows the candidate that Cursillo has found a method to help them continue the experience of the weekend, to show them that their fourth day can be a continuous Cursillo. It bridges the gap between the personal encounter they have had with Christ and their encounter with others. It emphasizes group reunion in a personal way. This is a good section to add your personal testimony. Let the candidates know how you have managed to stay in contact with Christ, through the Sacraments, prayer, study or other ways. Also, talk about your group reunion and ultreya. Let them know how you group has helped you continue your Cursillo on your fourth day. Talk about how your group has helped you persevere, and how it has strengthened you. This section should show the candidates the value of group reunion and ultreya. This section must really be emphasized. Many Cursillistas fall away and loosewhat they found on their three day walk with Christ because they don’t group. This talk and the Total Security talk should show the candidates that they need to group in order to live what they have found on their Cursillo.

Section five shows the candidate what they should be, and active apostle, a Christian. To be a Cursillista is to be a Christian these two words are son ominous. The cursillista must understand that he or she must bring Christ into all of their environments. The three day manual says this; “If the cursillista does not understand what he should be, the Cursillo has been a failure.” Now I’ve given a number of talks over the years and each time before the talk the team praying with me is telling me that my talk is the most important one of the weekend. But now I think we have really found that most impotant talk of the weekend. So, no pressure on the ones giving this talk.

The next section tells the candidate what they should know. It points out a classic mistake, which is that everyone should do the same thing. There is a tendency for some people who have recently found Christ, to think that living a Christian life is not the same as living a normal life. They think they must give up their old friends, entertainment and their social life. This couldn’t be further from the truth. The cursillista is not called to give up, he is called to transform, to change his environments to reflect God’s love. Many times changes must be made in the way we are living. The difference for the cursillista is that he or she is living in the real world with God’s divine grace. It must also be pointed out, as Mother Teresa said; “Christ has not called us to be successful, He has called us to be faithful”. Just as I found out a few years back, not everyone is ready to change when we want them to. Let God take charge and see what happens.

The last sections of the talk review the cursilllista’s mission. It calls them to penetrate their environments and to use their piety and study to Christianize them. They should bring the ideas found in cursillo to their surroundings. Through their group reunion and ultreya they will increase their life in grace making it a perennial Cursillo.

This concludes the work shop on the Cursillista Beyond  Cursillo. I hope it has helped you understand the talk a little better. At this point I’d be happy to answer any questions anyone might have about this talk or the School of Leaders.



Thank You
