Laity Talk Workshop for School of Leaders

Theme:
The layperson is someone who by the Grace of God, is willing to take the responsibility of being a person in the Church, using his/her gifts and freedom as a beginning point to transform the world according to Christ. This requires sacrificing whatever is necessary in order that he/she should be truly free, but without the risk of giving up the his/her own free will.

The layperson is called to be a living testimony of the Gospel in everyday life.

Atmosphere:
At this point in the weekend throughout the first day, the focus of the Cursillo is self-examination. The candidates should be doing a self-inventory of what are truly their priorities in life. The Ideals talk may have caused them to feel a bit uneasy. However, the Habitual Grace talk immediately helps to dispel many fears and reassures them that God’s Grace is always available. The candidates are probably teetering between uncertainty and a beginning quiet confidence of Christ’s growing presence in their life.

It is important that this Laity talk maintains a proper balance of what it is to be an authentic Christian.

Objective:
The main objective of the Laity talk is to get across the concept that the Church is not just a building with doors that open wide, but rather it’s Jesus’ spirit and presence in the people within the building and what Christ desires of them – to let Jesus live in them becoming messengers and apostles of His life. We open the doors to enter the “ physical building” but Christ opens our minds to cultivate our “spiritual building”.

The Laity talk needs to challenge the candidates to look at the world and all the problems that exist in it today and to realize that we alone are incapable of fixing the problems and healing the wounds that are rampant. The only true solution to these problems is through the architect Himself who created the world – our Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Essential Points:
1. The Laity talk must present the mission of the Church in the world and the candidates part in that mission.

2. It should awaken an enthusiasm for Christian action.

3. The Christian ideal makes the person aware of the concerns of the world and its 

Problems.

4. This talk should stimulate in the participants a desire to share with all people the 

Life of grace.

5. Present the vision of God’s plan for the world and our role in that plan.

6. Clearly present God’s call to each of the candidates explaining how the living out of the Christian ideal is meant to be part of the everyday experiences of life.

7. Christians are to be apostles and the layperson’s role should be presented in its apostolic dimension.

8. Being a lay apostolate encompasses a wide scope. Its not about doing “church” things, but instead its about affecting the world and in particular our part of the    world around us. Our apostolate consists in the salvation of those around us.

9. YOU are the Church. I am the Church. WE are the Church.

Method of Preparing the  Laity Talk:
The Laity talk should be presented with liveliness and vitality. It should not focus on theology or theory. The participants need to feel the importance of the apostolate in their life. This talk is not intended to teach the doctrine of the “Mystical Body of Christ”, but should emphasize the mission of the laity as a living and operative member of the Church.

The speaker should stick to the simple points of the outline and develop them with living force. The Laity talk is NOT designed to be a witness talk. The participants hearing this talk need to grasp the mission of the Church in the world and the layperson’s role in that mission, not necessarily how the speaker is living it out. They will hear that in following talks.

The first day of the Cursillo is very general until the Piety talk. At this point, the participants are very wary of any attempts to convert them. The approach should be one of sketching the attractiveness and the greatness of the Christian ideal.

Preparing the Laity Talk:
Section 1:  Present strong evidence that the problems of the world are great and many (possibly using something like news headlines) and that the unique and radical solution to these problems is Jesus Christ. Make the candidates see the urgency and importance of the lay apostolate.

Section 2:  Briefly intends explain what the Church is. The Church is not a structure, not a stone, not a chapel. The Church is the people of God. Although the church has a hierarchical structure, the Church is the community of all who live in union with Christ.

Section 3:  Clearly specify what the layperson is NOT! The layperson does not assume the role of a priest. Be certain to avoid giving the impression that to be an apostle one must belong to some special organization. The emphasis of this talk is in the call to be an apostle in the world.

Section 4:  Here is where the presenter explains what the layperson IS! Laypersons are all the baptized except those who have been ordained in Holy Orders. A layperson has the opportunity to affect the world in the areas of family, career, society, politics, etc. A layperson shares the responsibility of “transforming the world according to Christ” with other people just like them.

Section 5: This is the central message of the Laity talk. The laity has a special role with the mission of the Church. This talk needs to guide the participants to consider what the layperson’s mission actually is. This mission derives from their Baptism, their Confirmation, and the virtue of love. This is a good place to cite some documents of the church to support the responsibility the layperson has in the church’s mission. Laypersons, though not ordained, still have a vocation in the midst of the world around them. It is critical to discuss the wide scope of the lay apostolate in this section.

Section 6:  This part of the Laity talk is designed to clear up some misconceptions about the mission of the layperson and to emphasize certain aspects of it. Using a poster to illustrate the significance and more clearly define the mission is highly recommended. The mission is:

A. Human

B. Supernatural

C. Ecclesial

D. Apostolic

When a person does not speak about Christ, it is a sign that he/she is not convinced of the importance of his/her Christianity. An apostle does much more than to give a good example. An apostle of Jesus Christ lives a certain way so that others can see a good way of life.

