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M any of the Gospel passages proclaimed at Mass this past week have been Parables from 
Saint Matthew’s Gospel. Scripture scholars tell us that the Greek word for Parable means 
“to set beside” or to compare. Parables are stories. We are drawn into the story, and then 

the story takes an unexpected turn, and we realize that the Parable is about us. The Parable is 
calling us to a change of heart, to a conversion. 

The Parables this week are about “The Coming of God’s Reign” or the Kingdom of God. The 
Kingdom of God is God the Father’s understanding of existence as it has been revealed by the 
Father and the Son, and is being revealed by the Son and the Spirit through the Church. 

As we ponder the Parable of the Sower, it is important to notice that Jesus is proclaiming the 
Parables to the Crowds and then later He is explaining the Parables to the Disciples. Jesus says: 
“This is why I speak to them in parables, because ‘they look but do not see and hear but do not 
listen or understand.’” Perhaps an analogy might help to explain this. There are many parents and 
teachers who give instructions to children about a task that the child is to do. Later on, the parent 
or teacher comes back and notices that the child has not done the task. Often the child will say 
something like: “I didn’t hear you say that.” or “I didn’t see that needed to be done.” Thus, the 
child is saying that because I didn’t hear the request or see the task, I don’t have to do it! Jesus 
wants all of us to look not just with human eyes but with eyes of Faith and to not just hear sounds, 
but to listen and understand how He is calling us to receive His Word and bear fruit. 

The Parable presents four different types of persons represented by four different types of soil 
in whom the Seed (the Word of God) is sown. Some persons do not bear fruit because they are 
distracted from the Word of God by the World (“The seed sown among thorns is the one who 
hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no 
fruit.”), the Flesh (“The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and receives 
it at once with joy. But he has no root and lasts only for a time. When some tribulation or 
persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away.”), the Devil (“The seed sown 
on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it, and the evil 
one comes and steals away what was sown in his heart.”). 

Most of us are pretty familiar with the Obstacles to a Life of Grace represented by the World, the 
Flesh, and the Devil. It is very important for us to focus not on the obstacles but on the remedies 
and thus be better prepared to focus on the Grace that is offered to us by the Word of God.

However, in the Parable of the Sower, Jesus also speaks about the fourth type of person, who bears 
fruit from a responsive heart (“But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.”) The fruit that is 
born by the person with a responsive heart is the person who is open and faithful to God’s grace. 

Every one of us is living in the Flesh, in the World, and tempted by the Devil. That is our reality, 
our environment! Nevertheless, Jesus is the Sower, and he continues to sow the seed everywhere, 
on the path, in rocky ground, among thorns as well as on fertile ground. Jesus is not reckless in 
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V atican City, May 22, 2026. The World Organization of the 
Cursillo Movement (OMCC) participated in the annual 
meeting of moderators of international associations of the 

faithful, ecclesial movements, and new communities, held on 
May 21 and 22 in the New Synod Hall in Vatican City under the 
theme "Serving, Accompanying, Guiding: Foundations and 
Practices of Governance in Associations." 
The WCMCC delegation consisted of Bishop José Ángel Saiz 
Meneses, spiritual advisor; Álvaro Martínez, president; and 
Kresimir Percela, representative of the European Cursillos in 
Christianity Group (GECC). 

The meeting brought together nearly 200 participants from 104 
international associations of the faithful and entities recognized 
by the Holy See. Over two days of work, attendees reflected 
on the exercise of governance in ecclesial realities from a 
theological, pastoral, and canonical perspective, fostering 
dialogue, formation, and shared discernment. 

Among the highlights was the opening address by Cardinal 
Kevin Farrell, Prefect of the Dicastery for Laity, Family, 
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sowing His Word! Jesus is demonstrating the loving kindness of 
a God who proclaims His Word … who proclaims the Kingdom 
of God. Jesus is always faithful and very persistent. 

We are invited to also be persistent. Remember the words of the 
Alleluia verse before the Gospel today: “Blessed are they who 
have kept the word with a generous heart and yield a harvest 
through perseverance.” We are invited to persevere … to be open 
to receiving God’s Word at all times. 

When we focus on receiving God’s Word, it is important to 
remember that each one of us is a very unique individual person 
created and loved by God. I remember that Pauline (the older 
sister of St. Therese of the Child Jesus [Therese of Lisieux]) used 
the example of putting a small thimble and their father’s large 
drinking glass side-by-side and filling both of them to the brim 
with water. Then Pauline asked Thérèse which one was fuller. 
Both were filled to their maximum capacity. They were both 
Full, but they did not contain the same amount of water!

We would do well not to compare ourselves to other persons, 
but to strive to stay close to Jesus. As Cursillistas, we are 
invited to live a life of Piety, Study, and Action. We are to listen 
to Jesus’ Words, to regularly and faithfully study His Word, to 
regularly and faithfully receive the Sacraments, and to daily live 
our life in Grace! 

Perhaps you have heard the analogy of a wagon wheel or a 
bicycle wheel. Jesus is at the hub, the center of the wheel. You 
and I are out on the tire, on the rim. We are moving around along 
the tire around the rim. If we want to get closer to Jesus, we 
follow one of the spokes toward Jesus. The amazing thing is that 
as I am following this spoke moving toward Jesus and you are 
following another spoke moving toward Jesus … the closer we 
get to Jesus, the closer we get to one another. The focus is Not 
on me or on you! The focus is on Jesus! The focus is on the Holy 
Spirit’s gift of the Cursillo Movement!

Perhaps, it might be helpful to tie all of this even closer to 
being a faithful Cursillista. Over the years that I have been 
a National Cursillo Spiritual Advisor and even now as an 
Interim or Temporary Spiritual Advisor, I have been invited 
to various meetings where Cursillistas have been adjusting 
or editing or modifying the Methodology of Cursillo or the 
Purpose of Cursillo, or wanting to use books or materials from 
other Movements. Bishop Elizondo used to say that different 
Restaurants have a special sauce or a special entrée. We 
would not expect to get the special sauce from Restaurant A at 
Restaurant B. 

Similarly, the Holy Spirit gave the Charism of Cursillo to 
Eduardo Bonnin. This Charism has spread throughout the world. 
Every one of us has been blessed to experience the Charism 
of the Cursillo Movement, and we are called to be faithful to 
that Charism. We are not to modify or water it down, but to 
live it and hand it on to others. St. Paul, the Patron of Cursillo, 
preached the Gospel at each of the towns that he visited and then 
wrote letters to them. St. Paul encouraged everyone through his 
letters to be faithful to all that he had taught them. So too, we 
are to be faithful to Jesus and receive His Word, and to produce 
abundant fruit by living the Charism of Cursillo using our own 
talents and our own “soil”, to our individual maximum capacity. 
We are “To proclaim the best news of the best reality that God 

loves us, communicated by the best means which is friendship to 
the best of each one, which is his being a person.”

A good friend of mine has shared with me a very practical 
observation which many people do not recognize or know. My 
friend has said: “The eyes do not tell the mind what they see, 
but rather the mind tells the eyes what to look for, or on what 
to focus.” That profound thought is very, very important. What 
are you and I looking for? Are we looking for the faults of our 
neighbor? Are we looking for our own faults? Are we looking 
for evil in the world? If that is what you and I are looking for, 
then that is what we will see first and most frequently. OR, are 
we looking for good? Are we looking for God? Are we looking 
for all that God creates, which is good? As Cursillistas, are we 
looking for: “when was I most aware of Christ today”? Good, 
which is created by God, is all around us in the world. We have 
the opportunity to look for it. Jesus sowed the Word, and He 
is asking each one of us to also sow the Word. Every day we 
have the opportunity to choose to focus on what is good. As 
Cursillistas, each day choose to look for “when was I most aware 
of Christ today?” Too many times we get distracted and we find 
ourselves looking to put out little fires. Sometimes we spend 
so much time putting out little fires, that we don’t have time to 
Evangelize or to tell others about Jesus. “Blessed are they who 
have kept the word with a generous heart and yield a harvest (of 
a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold) through perseverance.” 
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Introduction
“All I know is that if Cursillo is to remain faithful to the purpose 
for which it was intended and for which it was prayed and for 
which we have been grateful, it should not lower its target, and 
they should serve to give those who attend a “living”, simple, 
clear, and true experience of the Christ of the Gospel as best as 
possible. He, who through his resurrection and by his Grace, is 
alive, normal, and close in each person. If Cursillos are done as 
they should be, in the end, everyone is truthful.” (This Is The 
Way, Eduardo Bonnín Aguiló).

Since the National Cursillo Secretariat recommended exploring 
the “Rector's Guide” Step-by-Step for the Cursillo and 
encouraged a “return to the roots” per the Founder Eduardo 
Bonnín’s wishes, I joined members of the Vietnamese Cursillo 

Thoughts on THE CURSILLO According to the Founder, Eduardo Bonnín
� By Amy Dang, National Vietnamese Language Coordinator

Movement in the Diocese of Charlotte, as well as their School of 
Leaders, when they planned to organize Cursillos following this 
return to the roots.

Over three years, they studied, prayed, and explored thoroughly 
what needed to be done, how to do it, and most importantly, 
why, to carefully follow the Founder’s prescribed methods for 
the movement—Pre-Cursillo, Cursillo, and Post-Cursillo—
viewing it as a human-like structure with a head, body, and 
limbs. All three phases are essential because they complement 
each other. Without Precursillo, the Cursillo would be too intense 
for new Cursillistas to fully absorb, especially if they lacked the 
proper preparation to live the authentic foundational charism. 
After Cursillo, if new Cursillistas are not supported and guided 
by their sponsors, team leaders, or School of Leaders, they may 
feel lost and uncertain about their next steps. That's why their 

and Life, who offered a profound 
reflection on the meaning of the 
service of governance in ecclesial 
associations. Likewise, the 
participants held a meeting with Pope 
Leo XIV, whose address underscored 
the importance of fidelity to the 
founding charism combined with 
openness to the challenges and needs 
of the present. 

The sessions also included working 
groups organized by language using 
the "Conversations in the Spirit" 
methodology, fostering the exchange 
of experiences among representatives 
from a wide variety of ecclesial 
realities. The program concluded with 
a Eucharistic celebration in St. Peter's 
Basilica, presided over by Cardinal 
Farrell, who recalled that "to govern 
is to love," emphasizing that authentic 
leadership in the Church can only be understood through the lens 
of evangelical love. 

During the meeting, the leaders of the Dicastery also shared 
practical guidance on issues such as communication, 
transparency, conflict management, and building trust— aspects 
considered essential for the proper functioning of associations 
and movements. 

One of the particularly significant moments for the Cursillos in 
Christianity Movement was the address by Bishop José Ángel 
Saiz Meneses, who delivered a presentation on the relationship 
between bishops and lay associations. His presentation allowed 
him to share the history, identity, and current state of the 
Movement with the international assembly. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Álvaro Martínez highlighted 
the experience as a privileged opportunity for ecclesial 
communion and personal growth. As he noted, participation in 
this international forum allowed him to confirm once again the 
richness of belonging to a universal Church that unites millions 
of people from different cultures, languages, and places on the 
same journey of faith.

Álvaro Martínez particularly emphasized the renewed awareness 
of being part of a living history that, from the origins of 
Christianity in Galilee, continues to spread throughout the world. 
He also described the gathering as an experience of learning, 
gratitude, and hope that strengthens the conviction to continue 
building together an open, synodal Church at the service of the 
fullness of life proposed by the Gospel.
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thoughts, which they had never recognized as part of their 
journey towards reconciliation with God.

The rector and eight team members asked the New Cursillistas 
to wait a few minutes so they could go to the Chapel and 
pray before each Rollo. The New Cursillistas recognized the 
importance of prayer, which helped them value the moments 
before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

Keep close connection with the New Cursillistas after 
Cursillo
The team members dedicated significant effort through close 
personal contact with the New Cursillistas. Every evening, they 
gathered to discuss each New Cursillista's progress and identify 
those needing extra attention. The initial step involves getting to 
know them before Cursillo weekend starts, during Cursillo, and 
providing support afterward as they continue their journey on the 
4th day.

Members of the School of Leaders in the Diocese of Charlotte 
stated, “Our duty to the new Cursillistas extends beyond 
Cursillo; we will continue supporting and staying in contact 
with each one. We believe keeping the number of participants 
below 30 is essential to help nurture the new Cursillistas 
thoughtfully and to genuinely help them understand their calling 
as Cursillistas. All our achievements were made possible by 
God's grace, as His love, wisdom, and power made our efforts 
meaningful and successful. Through the intercession of Eduardo 
Bonnín, may God help us remain faithful to our mission."

After the first week of Cursillo in the Diocese of Charlotte, and 
joining their School of Leaders, what really surprised me was 
that 80% of the New Cursillistas participated with the others in 
an enthusiastic spirit. Despite differences in age, circumstances, 
and occupation, they united in a common mission: to spread the 
Gospel in the environment they returned to and begin a new life.

I hope that as Cursillos “return to the roots”, more Cursillistas 
will LIVE a life of witness and actively share the Gospel in 
today's world.

De Colores!

team understands what actions to take, how to implement them, 
and the reasons behind these actions, ensuring the true essence 
of the Cursillo movement's foundational charism is preserved. 
This also helps avoid disappointing the founder of this Lay 
Movement, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Precursillo and personal contact
In 2024, the leaders of the Diocese of Charlotte planned a 
Cursillo and an evaluation of the candidates. The School of 
Leaders, together with the sponsors, accompanied the candidates 
to complete the “Quadrant Sheet”, ensuring thorough personal 
contact throughout the entire Cursillo. This information was 
shared with all team members, who interacted directly with 
the candidates. They held numerous meetings to help everyone 
understand the purpose behind each stage of the Cursillo. The 
focus was not only on following the Cursillo schedule but also 
on maintaining personal connections with each candidate during 
the Precursillo, guiding them to realize their calling.

The team members learned the value of personal contact with 
the “New Cursillistas.” They always paid attention, listened, and 
genuinely built friendships with them. On Thursday afternoon, 
the first day of Cursillo, they had an extra opportunity to meet 
the “New Cursillistas” in a designated area before heading to 
the retreat center. I took the chance to chat and get to know 
them better before Cursillo started. The team members managed 
to foster a sense of friendliness from that moment—a simple, 
sincere friendliness that marked the beginning of the Thursday 
afternoon before the Cursillo.

The understanding of the new Cursillistas during Cursillo
Charlotte's team of nine people engaged with the New 
Cursillistas through the Precursillo and personal contact efforts, 
helping them see that the Cursillo is a calling. These days are a 
response to Jesus' call and a mission to spread the gospel through 
one's daily life in their environment. It is not simply an ordinary 
retreat like those of other groups.

Cursillo has its own method and involves a commitment between 
a New Cursillista and Christ to LIVE and share His Gospel 
through their daily lives with others. During the Rollos, the 
Rollistas focus more on giving testimony than theory, because 
they have LIVED it and share what they've demonstrated in their 
lives. The Rollos communicated a truth to the New Cursillistas— 
a truth they were seeking. You can observe their understanding 
reflected in how they interact, share, draw, converse, and commit 
after hearing the Rollos.

To respect the freedom of the New Cursillistas, the team 
members do not push them to go to confession on Thursday 
night because understanding the depth of reconciliation with 
Christ isn’t about continuing in the pattern of past sins, but about 
lifting the veil to face His love—loving others as He has loved 
us. It is a deep reflection to see how many times we’ve ignored 
or been indifferent to the suffering of our brothers and sisters 
who need our help.

After hearing witnesses from the Rollistas, the new Cursillistas 
experienced a moment of awareness and decided to seek 
Spiritual Direction to reconcile with God. Our Spiritual Advisor 
noted that they were very eager to share their concerns and 
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